IN ORDER TO SECURE THE PRESBYTERY during Mass (especially on a
Sunday morning), the key to allow access for the toilet can be obtained from
one of the Welcomers.

BACKGROUND ON THE GOSPEL READING
On this Sunday, we continue to read from the sixth chapter of the Gospel of
John. Today’s Gospel elaborates further on the teaching that Jesus began in
our liturgy last week. In that reading, the crowds wondered about how Jesus
could say that he had come down from heaven because they knew Jesus to be
the son of Joseph. In this Gospel, some have difficulty with Jesus’ teaching that
he is the living bread sent from God. Recall that Jesus had told them that just as
God gave the Israelites manna to sustain them in the desert, so now God has
sent new manna that will give eternal life. We hear the concluding verse of last
week’s Gospel repeated in today’s reading: Jesus himself is the bread sent by
God; Jesus’ flesh is the bread that is given for the life of the world.
Among the stumbling blocks for those who heard but did not understand Jesus
is the teaching that the bread that Jesus will give is his own flesh. In response
to the people who quarrelled over his words, Jesus teaches with even greater
emphasis that salvation comes to those who eat his Body and Blood. Jesus
doesn’t seem to answer the question posed about how salvation will come
about, perhaps because this reality can only be understood after his death and
Resurrection. Instead, Jesus teaches about the life that he will give to the world.
To many ears, Jesus’ words are jarring and difficult to hear. Many who heard
Jesus could not accept what he said. Many today continue to struggle to accept
these words. But they are important words because they reveal our intimate
connection with Jesus.
This is the mystery that is at the heart of our Eucharistic theology. In the
elements of bread and wine, Jesus’ Body and Blood are made truly present.
When we share in the Body and Blood of Christ, Jesus himself comes to dwell
within us. This communion with the Lord makes us one body, brings us eternal
life and sends us forth to be Christ’s body for the life of the world.

PRAYER FOR THE SICK
Priest: As we thank God for the gift of his Son in Holy Communion, let us
remember those of our Parish who are sick or housebound.
All: May the body and blood of your Son, which we now send to them through our
Eucharistic Ministers, bring them consolation and peace. We ask this in the name
of Jesus, Our Lord. Amen.
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“My flesh is real food,
and my blood is real drink”
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Thank you for last Sunday’s offering of £572.88
Last weekend’s attendance: 142
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Prayers
The Music
Group

Bidding
Prayers
The Youth
Group

PLEASE PRAY for Marlene Parkinson & all who are sick or housebound as well
as for those whose anniversaries occur about this time.
PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS the following seminarians from our
Archdiocese:
Thomas Clarke Hugh Dunleavy
Joseph Champion-Williams
Peter Ross
Peter Murphy
Michael Harwood
Joshua Dixon
James Finnegan
Martin Fyles
100 CLUB: the winner for week 36 is number 39, Mr & Mrs Rigbye.
The summer APF RED BOX COLLECTION amounted to £524.17. As ever,
many thanks to all contributors & collectors.
ARROWSMITH WALK: The walk is planned for Monday 27th August. If you wish
to come to the barbecue, please add your name to the sheet at the back of
Church.
A decision on whether to go ahead will then be taken after Mass on Sunday
morning, 19th August.
“SHARE THE JOURNEY”: On 27th September last year, Pope Francis launched
this two-year campaign by Caritas. We are invited to share, in some way, the
journeys, often on foot, of those who have to flee conflict, persecution or famine.
In the UK, CAFOD, linked to Caritas, is encouraging us to walk by choice, in
solidarity with those who walk by necessity. An aim for CAFOD supporters to
walk a total of 24,900 miles (round the World) has already been met, the next
target is to double this before the campaign ends.
Those taking part in our Parish's annual ARROWSMITH WALK on Bank Holiday
Monday will have the opportunity to partake in this campaign by taking a leaflet &
sending a request to the Prime Minister to work with other leaders to ensure the
best possible outcome for the global compacts on migration & refugees, to be
drawn up towards the end of this year.
RECOVERY FROM DIVORCE & SEPARATION: A series of meetings starts on
th
Wednesday 19 September for anyone who is going through, or has gone
through, the breakdown of a relationship. Meetings are in small groups & are
free, confidential, informative & affirming. More details on the noticeboard.
IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO COME FORWARD to receive Communion for any
reason, please make yourself known. In order to maintain the dignity of the
Sacrament, we will bring you Communion in your place after the rest of the
congregation have received.
In order to respect PEOPLE’S DESIRE TO PRAY BEFORE & AFTER MASS,
please could we try to confine conversations to the porch with the doors closed.
TEA & COFFEE after Mass on Sunday mornings will continue over the
summer holidays – thank you very much to all those who have volunteered.

